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PETE SOUZA, THE WHITE HOUSE

President Barack Obama greets Eagle Scout Dan Ta of Cypress and other representatives from the
Boy Scouts of America to receive their Report to the Nation in the Oval Office on Tuesday.

Dad's determination
IS SOn S motrvation
in visit with Obama

Dan Ta, al6-year-old Eagle Scout, got to hang out
with the president. His father tracked every move.

t 822 am. Kastern time

Tuesday, Dan Ta punched a
message into his phone.

Three time zones away, at

5:22 a.m., his mother, Lan Vo, picked

something that, in their eyes, was al-
most a dream - to meet face-to-face
with President Barack Obama.

She texted back: “Time for you (to)
shake hands.”

it up: For a brief time, at the White

JOSEPH “White House.” House, Dan Ta and nine other Scouts
Pl N;fANF:E L She turned to her husband, Lu Ta, = waited in a lobby outside the Oval Of-
WRITER but he already was awake. Neither  fice. The mood was tense. He looked

parent had been able to sleep for the
last few days.

Their son, a 16-year-old Eagle
Scout, was in Washington, D.C., to do

at paintings and other art.
Finally, Obama himself opened the

SEE SCOUTe PAGE 10
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SCOUT: Father struggled to escape communist rule in Vietnam
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door and waved them in.
He might as well have
been inviting in Lu Ta, too.

THE MESSENGER

Dan Ta is a sophomore at
Oxford Academy in Cy-
press. He’s a little goofy,
quick to laugh, but a spec-
tacular student - a 4.25
GPA.

He’s good at sports, too;
he runs track and plays
soccer for Oxford. But he
devotes most of his free
time to the U.S. Naval Sea
Cadet Corps and the Boy
Scouts.

As a federally chartered
organization since 1916, the
Boy Scouts of America pre-
sents an annual report to
Congress that highlights
the group’s achievements
during the previous year.
National and local affilia-
tions nominate delegates to

represent the Scout’s 2.3
million members. Dan Ta
was meeting Obama as part
of that effort, one of the 10
delegates chosen to deliver
the Scouts’ Report to the
Nation.

Dan Ta got the job for a
lot of reasons. He’s zero
trouble. He mentors youn-
ger Sea Cadets. In the sixth
grade he won eight medals
in the Orange County Aca-
demic Pentathlon. He has a
sailing license.

But more than all of that,
Dan Ta is best known for
one other thing - he’s the
founder of the Penny Wise
Club at Oxford Academy.

The idea behind the club,
to teach high school age
students about money man-
agement and the power of
saving while young, came to
him a couple years ago, af-
ter his father told the family
that it was possible he’d
lose his job as a software en-
gineer.

It speaks to Dan Ta’s
standards, and his hustle to
get his Eagle Scout status,
that he asked State Con-
troller John Chiang to
speak to his club.

And Chiang, who soon
became the state treasurer,
did.

“I get hundreds of pro-
jects on my desk, and this
one just stuck out,” said Jef-
frey Herrmann, president
and Scout executive of the
Orange County Boy Scouts.

“Not many kids can do
that.”

THE MESSAGE

As Dan Ta waited in the
lobby outside the Oval Of-
fice, Lu Ta got out of his bed
in Cypress and fired up his
computer.

The screen showed blue
zig-zagging lines and a clus-
ter of orange dots - Dan’s
movements that morning.

As he clicked and tracked
and imagined where his son

was, Lu Ta had a moment of
wonder:

“He’s really there.”

When Lu Ta was Dan’s
age, he was in a jungle pri-
son cell in Vietnam. Lu Ta
had been trying to escape
communist rule, but he kept
getting caught. And when
he got caught, he was put in
jail.

‘When he got out, he’d try
again. Lu Ta’s goal, even 35
years ago, was to get to a
place where there would be
opportunities for the kids
he someday would have.

Lu Ta said later that his
son’s face-to-face meeting
with Obama just validated
what he has thought all
along, evenin a jungle cellin
Vietnam.

“This is the land of op-
portunity.”

Lu Ta’s escape was a fa-
mily affair.

His mother, he said,
spent all of her savings to
help him get out of Viet-
nam. In 1981, when he ar-
rived in the United States,
to stay with cousins in
Rochester, N.Y., he was 19,
spoke no English, and
hadn’t been to school past

LEONARD ORTIZ, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Oxford Academy student and Eagle Scout Dan Ta is joined by his family: from left,
mother Lan Vo, sister Ivy, Dan and father Lu.

the sixth grade.

He forced himself to
learn to read and write En-
glish. He spent two years in
high school and then went
to the Rochester Institute
of Technology, where he
says he graduated in the top
1percent of his class.

During that period, Lu Ta
kept dairies, which he still
has in his Cypress home.
The pages are yellow, a little
brown at the edges; with-
ered. But the black ink,
mostly written in Vietna-
mese, is full of life.

Page one tracks the day
of his escape, in January
1981. Other pages show long,
well-organized lists of com-
mon English words and
Vietnamese pronuncia-
tions.

Man [maen], back [baek],
book [buk]...

“The reason why I wrote
this was I wanted to give
them to my kids.”

Lu Ta’s goal was to mo-
tivate his kids. It worked.

‘When he sees the dairies,
Dan Ta says he gets the
message.

“I feel happiness, sadness
... anger.”

THE MEETING

The Scouts were tense.
Obama wasn’t.

During their 10 minutes
in the Oval Office, Obama
told them he’d been a Cub
Scout. He also said that, as
Scouts, Dan Ta and his
compatriots were Ameri-
ca’s future leaders.

“He made everyone feel
at ease,” Dan Ta said.

“I gave him a fist bump as
we were leaving.”

They’d go on to shake
hands with U.S. Surgeon
General Vivek Murthy, as
well as Congresswoman
Nancy Pelosi, and House
Speaker Paul Ryan. But the
highlight of the six-day trip
was the 10 minutes spent in
the world’s most famous of-
fice.

Obama, Dan Ta noted,
has a firm handshake.

“America has given so
much to my family,” Dan Ta
said. “Now I want to give
back and serve my coun-
try.”

CONTACT THE WRITER:
714-796-2443 or
jpimentel@ocregister.com



Ian C.

| Ian C. never looked to become a hero. But when the opportunity required it, in true Boy Scout
fashion, he was prepared.

The son of a firefighter, a longtime member of the Huntington Beach Junior Lifeguards at the
time and on his way to becoming an Eagle Scout, Ian had the training and the DNA needed to
help save two terrified Boy Scouts who found themselves pinned behind a pounding 200-foot
waterfall.

“I feel it should be the norm,” he said. “Anyone who has the tools and training to help
someone should do that.”

The Huntington Beach resident was awarded the prestigious Honor Medal with Crossed
Palms, the Boy Scouts National Lifesaving Award at his Eagle Scout Court of Honor. The
medal is one of fewer than 300 the Boy Scouts have awarded nationally since 1924, and is
given for “unusual heroism and extraordinary skill or resourcefulness in saving or attempting

to save a life at extreme risk to self.”

"Receiving this medal is a tremendous honor. It's an incredible feeling to know that I am being
honored as highly as this. But I didn't do this for an award. I did this because I heard that there were two people that needed help and 1
knew that I could help them. I think that anyone who has the skill set to do anything for somebody else should do that,” said Tan.

To those who know Ian, it is fitting. His Scout leaders praised his ability to take direction and his willingness to help others. "To watch him
grow and achieve this rank is a major achievement. But then to hear he earned his Honor Medal with Cross Palms is just amazing. There
are a lot of great young men, but to find one who is willing to risk their own life is very rare," said former assistant Scout leader Steve.

Huntington Beach City Councilman Erik Peterson agrees. He stated, "And this is one of those selfless acts that Scouting is based on. It's
more than just you, it's everyone around you. It's an honor to come out and give this award to someone like Ian. This young man went the

extra mile for that award."

Conner W.

17-year-old Conner had just completed his mile run and was taking a break when he heard
the sound of someone falling to the ground. A student had collapsed and was having a
seizure. Conner and his teacher went to the aid of the student in need. The student was
unable to speak following his seizure. When he did finally speak, he said he felt nauseous
so Conner, with the help of his teacher and another student, turned the student onto his
side. Conner checked the boys’ eyes to see if they were dilated and they were. He waited
with his teacher and the student until the paramedics arrived. Conner’s teacher said that he

helped her stay calm through this very scary situation. Connor attributes his quick actions
to the skills he learned in his first aid merit badge course as well as other Boy Scout
training. For his exceptional act of character, Conner was awarded the National Certificate of Merit by the National Court of Honor.

Andrew C.

In July of 2014, 11-year-old Andrew and his family went to their community pool to go swimming. His
little brother Eliot was so excited to go swimming that before their mother was even though the gate, he
jumped into the deep end without any flotation devices. He immediately began to panic and sink. Andrew
jumped right in, dove under the water, brought his brother to the surface and securely placed his arm
around Eliot’s chest. He then swam slowly on his back to the ladder and assisted his brother out. Andrew
sat with his brother until he was over his shock and calm enough to thank him for saving his life. Thanks
to Andrew’s quick thinking and the use of the skills he learned at summer camp while earning his

swimming merit badge, he was able to save his little brother from drowning. For his honorable action of
saving a life, Andrew was awarded the Honor Medal by the National Court of Honor.
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From the back of a truck, Jake Larsen, a Boy Scout from
Troop 188, points out the house that he and his dad, driver

Doug Larsen, were looking for to deliver a flag.

Larry Ricks,
Jenn Larsen,
Billy Howard,
Doug Larsen,
Tom Ahlstrom
and Jake Larsen,
from left, gather
behind the Lar-
sen family van
filled with flags
to discuss the
flag distribution
routes.

Derek Larsen, left and his brother, Jake, on Memorial Day collect American flags before sunset in accordance with United States flag code. According to the code, it is
custom to display the flag only from sunrise to sunset on buildings and on stationary staffs in the open. The flag may be displayed 24 hours if properly illuminated.

OLD GLORY, NEW IDEA

Story and photos
by MICHAEL GOULDING
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

ost would agree that one of the

pleasures of a holiday is the oppor-

tunity to sleep in, especially if

you're a teenager. But Boy Scouts

from Troop 188 of Los Alamitos
passed up that luxury last week for the sake
of both patriotism and entrepreneurship.

As their friends snoozed on Memorial Day,
the Scouts were up before the sun to start
the inaugural task of Flags All Year - a paid
service that displays Old Glory on front lawns
six times a year.

“I thought this program would be for the
older military guy who isn’t able to put up his
own flag,” said Eagle Scout and dad Billy
Howard, who came up with the idea. “But
people of all ages have shown interest.”

For $55 annually, the troop will place a
3-by-5-foot American flag outside subscrib-
ers’ houses on Presidents Day, Memorial Day,
Flag Day, Independence Day, Labor Day and
Veterans Day.

Funds raised through the program will
help troop members attend camp in the sum-
mer.

For their debut outing on the recent Me-

Jake Larsen, left, and his dad, Doug, prepare the lawn of a Seal
Beach home for an American flag. The flag will be displayed six
times a year as part of Troop 188's fundraiser, Flag All Year.

HAVE A SUGGESTION?

Orange Slices is an occasional series of stories about people in
our community. If you have an idea, please send it to Director of
Photography Michele Cardon at mcardon@ocregister.com.

morial Day, Scouts inserted plastic pipes in
the yards to be used as permanent pole hol-
ders. They also stenciled small Boy Scout
emblems on curbs to direct them to the holes
in the future.

The banners will be planted by 8 a.m. and
picked up before the sun goes down, per flag
code.

On Memorial Day morning, three cars
loaded with nine volunteers headed out from
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in Los Alamitos, where they had
picked up 125 banners to unfurl at homes and
businesses.

Troop families - starting with the Larsens
- will take turns overseeing the flag mission.

Doug Larsen and his two sons had to leave
a barbecue that afternoon to retrieve flags.
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SCOUTING AND THE SEA
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Guests at the Newport Sea Base open house on Saturday prepare to kayak on the waters off Newport Bay.

CELEBRATING
SEA BASE

The facility, operated by the Boy
Scouts, commemorates its decades
of maritime educational programs

By Louis Casiano
leasiano@scng.com
@LouisCasiano on Twitter

The Newport Sea Base celebrated its 80th anniversary Sat-
urday with an open house and entertainment filled with sea
life touch tanks and pontoon boat rides.
The event was meant to meant highlight the maritime educa-
tional programs the sea base has provided since opening in 1937.
The Orange County Council of the Boy Scouts of America,
which operates the property, recognized Bob Jessen, leader of
Sea Scout Ship 306 — the first unit in the nation to allow girls
into the fold, in 1969.
Jessen was honored by the county for his leadership and
“trailblazing for the thousands of young women who have since
followed,” a Boy Scouts statement said.
In 2016, more than 6,000 children participated in programs
on the property that include oceanography, environmental sci-
ence, marine biology and STEM (science, technology, engineer-  Children gather at the Newport Sea Base
ing and math) activities. open house to celebrate its 80 years.
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MEMORIAL DAY
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Cub Scout Andrew Weisenberger, 8, of Garden Grove places a flag on the gravesite of a veteran at Pacific View Memorial Park in Corona del
Mar on Saturday. Thirty-seven Scouts from Pack 316 and Troop 1134 in Orange County, helped by parents and siblings, participated.

Boy Scouts plant flags
for vets at Pacific View

By Kevin Sullivan “I just have a proud feeling and a sad feeling at the same
ksullivan@scng.com time because I’'m happy that I'm doing this to honor others
Local Boy Scouts paid their re- and I’'m sad that they had to sacrifice their lives for us.”

spects to veterans as they canvassed
Pacific View Memorial Park in Corona
del Mar on Saturday, painting the hal-
lowed grounds with the red, white and
blue of hundreds of American flags
during a service project in prepara-
tion for the Memorial Day weekend.

“I'm a veteran myself, so I really ap-
preciate it,” said Jim Hills, a preplan-
ning adviser for Pacific View for 21
years. “These kids learn flag etiquette,
they learn cemetery etiquette. They
want to be here. I think it’s awesome.”

Thirty-seven Scouts from Pack 316
and Troop 1134 in Orange County,
helped by both parents and siblings,
spent the morning searching the
nearly 45,000 gravesites at the hillside
cemetery scanning headstones while
looking for Marines, soldiers and sea-
men to honor.

“I just have a proud feeling and a
sad feeling at the same time,” said
Isaac Stone, 10, a Webelo from Hun-
tington Beach, “because I'm happy -
that I'm doing this to honor others B el

— Isaac Stone, 10, of Huntington Beach
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and I'm sad that they had to sacrifice Boy Scouts from Pack 316 and Troop 1134 joined together for service projects, planting flags on the
their lives for us.” gravesites of those who have died while serving in the armed forces.






